The discovery of modular binding domains: building blocks of cell signalling.
Cell signalling - the ability of a cell to process information from the environment and change its behaviour in response - is a central property of life. Signalling depends on proteins that are assembled from a toolkit of modular domains, each of which confers a specific activity or function. The discovery of modular protein- and lipid-binding domains was a crucial turning point in understanding the logic and evolution of signalling mechanisms.